[image: ]APPLYING FOR A 
COMMUNITY SUSTAINING FUND GRANT
Fall 2026 Grant Round (Dates below to be announced soon.)

Timeline	Sept. XX:    Grant round opens
Oct.   XX:    Applications due by 11:59 pm (no exceptions)
Nov.  XX:    In-person interviews for finalists
Grant Funds Available 
CSF makes grant awards twice each year, in spring and fall. Almost all of the money for the grants comes from generous shoppers who participate in the “Round-up” program at Olympia’s two Food Co-Ops. The amount varies from year to year, but at times participants “rounding up” have given up to $4000 per cycle.
Our grant awards range from $100 to a maximum of $1,500. As our funding pool is limited, we encourage asking for an amount targeted to a specific purpose.
In-person interview
The Community Sustaining Fund application process includes an in-person interview with finalists. Consensus-based decisions are made by the Board and communicated to successful applicants within a week of interviews. Applicants should ensure that at least one representative can be available for the 15-minute interview on the date noted above.  
Applying for a grant
Review the Application Guidelines (at ThurstonCSF.org). Then complete the application form and submit it online to ThurstonCSF@gmail.com before the deadline. Email submissions are preferred. Paper applications mailed to Box 2517, 2103 Harrison Ave NW, Olympia 98502 will be accepted if they arrive before the deadline.
[image: ]COMMUNITY SUSTAINING FUND of Thurston County
 GRANT APPLICATION
Fall 2026 Grant Round

PART I. BASIC INFORMATION
Project title: ______________________________________________________________________________
Amount requested: ____________________   Project begins/began: _______________________
Organization/group name: _________________________ Website? _________________________
Status:    [   ] Individual      [  ] Unincorporated group    [  ] Non-profit	 
[  ]  Tax-exempt: Federal ID # ____________________________
Project lead: _____________________________________________ Phone: ________________________
Email: ________________________________   Address: _________________________________________
Alternate contact: _______________________________________ Phone: ________________________
Email: _______________________________________
Previous CSF grant recipient?  Yes [  ]    If checked, date(s): ___________________________

	PROJECT LEAD SIGNATURE:  





PART II. PROJECT INFORMATION
Describe your project and your goals for it (50 words):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How will your project engage with and/or impact the community? (50 words)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Project area:  
Social justice [  ]    Environmental sustainability [  ]    Community building [  ] 

How well do you/does your organization meet CSF threshold criteria:
· We are located and do our project in Thurston County    Yes [  ]   No [  ]
· We are democratic and non-discriminatory  
Fully [  ]     Somewhat [  ]     Not at this time [  ]  
· We pursue cultural diversity in decisions and participation  
Fully [  ]     Somewhat [  ]     Not at this time [  ]   
· We engage voices and perspectives of our project participants  
Fully [  ]     Somewhat [  ]     Not at this time [  ]  
Project details
· Is your project related to/part of a larger organization?  [  ]  No   [   ] Yes
     If yes, name of organization _____________________________ Year est’d _______ 
     Est’d annual budget of organization _________________

· Is your project already underway?   [  ]  No   [   ] Yes
     If no, date you will begin _________________ 
     If yes, when was it initiated?  _________________
     Has the project received other funding? [ ] yes  [ ]no   If yes, for how many years? ____

· Who are the target participants of your project? __________________________________________
What is their role in the project? (50 words) _______________________________________________         
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
· What percentage of the project budget would your requested grant amount meet?        Approximately _________%

· CSF funds come from Co-op shoppers. How would you use them if awarded a grant? 
 Equipment: $ ____________          Supplies: $___________      Travel: $ _________
 Training: $ ______________            Stipends: $___________     No. of stipends _______
 Event(s) $________________           Other (specify): _________________     $__________
Something else you would like us to know (in 100 words or less):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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