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COMMUNITY SUSTAINING FUND GRANT
Fall 2026  Grant Round 


Timeline:	Oct. 1st:    Grant round opens
Nov. 9th:    Applications due by 11:59 pm (no exceptions)
Nov. 21st:    In-person interviews for finalists
In-person Interview
The CSF application process includes an in-person interview with finalists. Applicants should ensure that at least one representative can be available for the interview on November 21st. Consensus-based decisions are made by the Board and communicated to successful applicants soon after the interview. 
GRANT GUIDELINES
THRESHOLD CRITERIA FOR CONSIDERING AN APPLICATION
Individuals, unincorporated groups and non-profits are eligible to apply:
· if their projects are developed and led by residents of Thurston County; and
· they operate in a democratic and non-discriminatory manner;
· they actively pursue cultural diversity in decision-making and project participants; 
· they engage the voices and perspectives of project participants.
Past grantees are eligible to apply again after two cycles have elapsed post award.
CSF FOCUS AREAS
Generally, CSF supports projects in these areas: social justice; environmental sustainability, community building.
CSF FUNDING PRIORITIES AND GOALS
An important CSF goal is to make funds available to applicants who have few other sources of funding, with some expectation that these projects can become self-sustaining. We will prioritize new and emerging activities and projects, over those backed by established organizations with substantial budgets.
Another goal is to make funds available to applicants for projects that empower people to have greater control over their own lives and resources. To this end, we will prioritize projects that 1) contain innovative approaches for community engagement; and 2) explore new ways to meet community needs.
These priorities reflect our goal of supporting projects that are striving for basic and innovative changes in our community; changes that might address the very inequities that give rise to the need for charity and social services. We try to avoid using our limited funds for needs that should be met by government programs; or to support established organizations and groups whose worthy activities qualify for grants from traditional charitable and foundation sources.  We typically do not make awards for recurring/operating expenses.

HOW WE WILL REVIEW EACH PROJECT APPLICATION
· How well does the group or individual applicant meet our threshold criteria?
· Does the project fall within one of the focus areas?

We will also consider other aspects of the project :
· Does the applicant receive significant funding from other sources?
· Would the requested award make a meaningful impact on the viability of the project?
· Is there an identified plan for sustaining the project?
· Does the project have an innovative approach? or
Does the project involve a new way to meet community needs?
· Finally, does it include activities likely to promote social change?

Applying for a grant
These Guidelines are also at ThurstonCSF.org, along with the application form. Download and complete the form and submit it online to ThurstonCSF@gmail.com before the Nov. 9th deadline.  (You can submit it as a MS Word doc or a PDF file.)  Submissions via email are preferred. 
Paper applications mailed to Box 2517, 2103 Harrison Ave NW, Olympia 98502 will be accepted if they arrive before the deadline.
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CSF GRANT APPLICATION FORM


PART I. BASIC INFORMATION
Project title   enter project title
Amount requested enter $ amt Project begins/began on  enter mo/yr
Organization/group name enter org name Website? web addr
Status:	☐Individual      ☐Unincorporated group    ☐Non-profit	 
☐Tax-exempt: Federal ID # enter FedID #
Project lead enter name of lead   Phone enter lead tel#
Email enter lead email  Address enter organization’s addr
Alternate contact enter alt’s name   Phone enter alt’s tel#
Email  enter alt’s email addr
Previous CSF grant recipient? Yes ☐    If  checked, date(s) enter Fall or Spr/year
	PROJECT LEAD SIGNATURE:  
“sign” by typing in name




PART II. PROJECT INFORMATION
Describe your project and your goals for it (50 words):
enter project description and goals
How will your project engage with and/or impact the community? (50 words)
enter narrative 

Project area:  
Social justice ☐  Environmental sustainability ☐  Community building ☐

How well do you/does your organization meet CSF threshold criteria:
· We are located and do our project in Thurston County     Yes ☐
· We are democratic and non-discriminatory  
Fully ☐     Somewhat ☐     Not at this time  ☐  
· We pursue cultural diversity in decisions and participation  
Fully ☐     Somewhat ☐      Not at this time  ☐  
· We engage voices and perspectives of our project participants  
Fully ☐     Somewhat ☐      Not at this time  ☐  

Project details
· Is your project related to/part of a larger organization?  No ☐   Yes ☐
     If yes, name of organization enter org name Year est’d enter year 
     Est’d annual budget of organization enter budget $/yr
· Is your project already underway? 
     If no, date you will begin enter date 
     If yes, when was it initiated?  enter date
· Has the project received other funding? yes ☐  no ☐  
     If yes, for how many years? enter years

· Who are the target participants of your project? enter participants

What is their role in the project? (50 words) enter participant role(s)

· What percentage of the project budget would your requested grant amount meet?        Approximately enter percentage%

· CSF funds come from Co-op shoppers. How would you use them if awarded a grant? 
 Equipment: $ enter $     Supplies: $  enter $       Travel: $ enter $
 Training: $ enter $        Stipends: $ enter $     No. of stipends enter #
 Event(s) $ enter $    Other (specify): enter text
Something else you would like us to know (in 100 words or less): enter text
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